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Item 5.02 Departure of Directors or Certain Officers; Election of Directors; Appointment of Certain Officers; Compensatory Arrangements
of Certain Officers.

On March 6, 2018, Dean Slagel, a member of the Board of Directors (the “Board”) of Cara Therapeutics, Inc. (the “Company”), delivered his notice of
resignation to the Board, effective as of March 7, 2018. Mr. Slagel’s decision to resign was not as a result of any disagreement with the Company. Prior to his
resignation, Mr. Slagel was the longest tenured director of the Company, having joined the Board in connection with Esperante AB’s initial investment in the
Company in 2005. The Board thanks Mr. Slagel for his many years of leadership and service to the Company.
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